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From Pastor Shel
The Essence of Advent

We think of the season of Advent as a time of preparation for something new to come into our lives.
This month much of our energy will go into decorating the home, buying and wrapping gifts, baking
special cookies and breads, and planning delicious dinners for friends and family. The season of
Advent may hold lots of traditions that have developed over many years. Sometimes they can
overwhelm us. Sometimes, when changes occur in our families, the traditions change as well. This
can really challenge our sense of the “holidays” because we are faced with letting go.

A friend recently described the changes of a tree outside her house where the glorious autumn colors
were gone, and almost all the leaves had dropped to the ground and turned brown. There was,
however, one leaf that seemed determined to hang on to its branch. On closer inspection she noted
that new buds had already grown in the place where old leaves had been, almost as if to learn about
the rigors of life by first suffering through a long, cold winter. She said that the leaf stem grows thinner
as the days become shorter and that this is what causes a leaf to change color and eventually to fall,
making way for the little bud to grow in its place.

Like the tree leaf, we approach Advent with the understanding that we too have to let go. This may
mean letting go of some old ways, some family traditions, and expectations that no longer serve us.
We are preparing for something new to enter our hearts. This is the nature of life which is reflected in
the cycle of our Christian Year. Letting go may feel like loss. Whether we choose to, or circumstances
force us to, we come to acknowledge that preparation for new life includes grief as well as joy. This is
the true essence of Advent, a part of the amazing journey to Bethlehem!
Pastor Shel

CHRISTMAS EVE - Saturday, December 24
4:30 pm Family Candlelight Service with Children's' Choirs
9:30 pm Service of Lessons and Carols with Adult Chancel and Bell Choirs
11:00 pm Silent Night Candlelight and Meditation
CHRISTMAS DAY - Sunday, December 25
10:00 am Celebration of the Light and Sacrament of Holy Communion
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Consistory Corner
Thanksgiving has ended, but we
must be thankful during the
whole year. Our church has
provided us with many
opportunities for which to be
thankful. Now we can look
forward to Christmas (even
though our surroundings have
reminded us of the Christmas
season since July).

The church provides us with
many opportunities to take part
in getting ready for the birth of
Christ. Check the enclosed

calendar for all the ways you can
take part and worship with your
fellow congregants.
As we celebrate the birth of
Christ we also celebrate the new
possibilities we have before us.
We look forward to having an
Office and Communications
Coordinator and calling a settled
pastor.
The Consistory is happy to
announce the hiring of Amanda
Stapf as the Office and
Communications Coordinator.
Amanda comes to us with great

credentials and will be a perfect
addition to our present staff.
Please stop by and welcome her
to our church.
Continue to pray for the Pastoral
Search Committee as they
diligently seek to find a pastor
who will be able to serve us for
years to come.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year from your Consistory.

Shirley Asselmeier
P.S. Annual Reports are due in
the office December 15.

Pastoral Search Committee
The Search Committee is continuing to meet on a regular basis. As of November 14, we have
received a total of 12 pastoral profiles from the Conference. As previously reported, some of the
candidates have withdrawn themselves from our consideration. We have determined that we could
not recommend other candidates to become our new pastor.
We anticipate that we will continue to receive profiles, although we realize that candidates are less
likely to submit profiles during the Advent season.
Our committee understands that there will be no “perfect” candidate for our position, as all of our
candidates are imperfect human beings. However, we are committed to finding a person who will
be an excellent pastor for our church. Please continue to support us with your prayers.
Myron Hanna, Chair

NEW MEMBERS CLASS will meet on Sunday, December 4, in “the
Upper Room” (3rd floor) following worship. New members will be
welcomed in worship on Sunday, December 11. Please contact Pastor
Shel, 636-795-0750, if you are interested in participating.
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Hello Church Pastor Julie!

Youth Ministry News
Thank you, all our helpers at the Not-Too-Spooky Halloween themed Parent Night
Out at the end of October! The night was a success because of your participation-Faye Mehrmann, Pam Erickson Joan Daab and youth Natalie Lechner, Lucia and
Isaac James, Anna Daab, Leo Neumeyer, Sara Balding and Rozlyn Powers.

The Christmas Parade is almost upon us! Kids, would you like to be a shepherd or an angel in the
Christmas Parade? You can ride the float! We are gathering at St. Paul at 4:00 p.m. The parade is
December 3 at 5:00 p.m. at City Park. Older kids, the grown-ups would be grateful for your help handing
out glow sticks, candy or pens as you walk. Contact Pastor Julie or Miss Denise.
Hello Senior Youth! The 3rd floor prayer room is off to a start. Paige and Karly brought some good
ideas and there is still time to get involved! We are collecting pallets and party lights for a comfy cushion
area and plan to go geometric on at least one wall with stick-ons or paint. I will be gathering some craft
supplies for the prayer wall and barn-quilt cross. Stay tuned for a date when we can get to work on this
project.
In the mean time, lets gather for some Holiday FUN! Have you always wanted to do an escape room?
Are you a “seasoned professional” at puzzles and codes? Put your skills to the test this December 11,
starting at 4:00 pm. We will be grouped in teams to complete a Nativity Escape and share some supper
afterward. Meet at St. Paul on the 3rd Floor!
St. Paul has had a connection with the Back Bay Mission in Biloxi MS since the 1930s. We are looking
forward to a mission for youth in June 2023 (June 11-17). This trip is also open to adult volunteers. This
is a wonderful opportunity to get into building projects, serve up some nutrition and help God’s people in
need in the Mississippi river delta. Volunteers must be 14 years or older. To learn more, sign up on the
clip-board in the welcome center or contact Pastor Julie or Denise Johnson. Kathleen Habermehl
participated in our last trip, so you can seek her out as well!

Confirmation News
We blasted through a few thousand years’ history in a couple of class sessions; and now we are on to
talking about the power we have as individuals and groups and helping others in our communities and the
world. Adult faith partners will join some of the conversation to help youth identify and implement a class
mission project.

On Friday, October 28, we traveled to Kinder Cottage to learn about the ministry there. Four of our
confirmands attended, accompanied by Denise, Faye, Bob Habermehl, Shirley Harres, Julia James,
Becky Trexler and Pastor Julie. We took some donated items with us. We had a brief tour and met
children and some of the staff. We engaged the preschool children with games, stories, music and dance
Our next field trip, to Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis will be on Sunday, November 27, meeting at 4:00
p.m. Richard Brucker, Joan Daab, Debbie Notter and Charles, Julia and Isaac James will be joining us on
that trip.
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Director of
Christian Education
Denise Johnson

I hope every family is
preparing their “Thankful
Pumpkin.” This activity
reminds us to find the
blessings in our lives; to
know God is with us, and to
have a heart full of
gratitude.

Your Advent
Journey
An Advent Devotional called
“What’s Left of the Night?
will be handed out on the first
Sunday of Advent, November
27th. "Life happens in the
dark." An attentive sentinel of
the night can see that
darkness harbors much more
life and renewal than many
presume. Certain plants and
animals only come to life
during the nocturnal hours.
Seeds of insight are planted
when daylight disappears.
We will also hand out A
Family Advent Calendar Kit.
It is a resource that will help
your family focus on the birth
of Jesus this Advent /
Christmas season! This kit
includes scripture cards, song
cards, service cards and a few
surprises! Each day your
family will read a portion of the
Nativity story, then listen to, or
sing a Christmas worship
song, and finally, you will do
something that serves God
and others.

As the Good News of Jesus
spread around the world,
diverse cultures adapted their
own customs and folkways to
create unique celebrations of
Jesus’s birth. Our Sunday
School Christmas program will
be Christmas Around the
World, on Sunday,
December 18, at our 9:30
a.m. service. Celebrate with
cookies from around the world
in the Fellowship Hall
following the church service.

If you would like to share a
batch of cookies from around
the world, please call, text or
email Denise Johnson at:

christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

Please mark your family
schedules for our Christmas
program rehearsals:

Welcome Center. Church van
will be provided, limited
seating.
No Sunday School on
Christmas day, attend
church as a family at 10:00
a.m.

Pajamas, Pancakes,
and Praise Party
Sunday, January 1, there will
be Sunday School.
All children and youth can
wear their pajamas to church
and enjoy a pancakes
breakfast, and praise God for
the birth of Jesus!

Sunday:
(during Sunday School)
December 4
December 11
Our Saturday practices are
December 10 and December
17, from 10:30 a.m.- noon.
Our Confirmation class
hasseveral field trips this year
planned.
All are welcome to join us on
these special faith adventures.
Start off your Advent season
with the experience of worship
at Cathedral Basilica of St.
Louis on Sunday, November
27 at 4:00 p.m.
St. Louis Kaplan Feldman
Holocaust Museum on
Saturday, January 28 TBA.
Sign-up sheets are in the
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Blaire Laura Klemme

Star Tree
Please note that Star Tree gifts
need to be returned by 10 a.m.
on Sunday, December 4th, to
make it possible for us to deliver
gifts by their deadlines.

Thank you for your continued
generosity. Please contact the
church office 618-281-5102
or email
financial@stpaulcolumbia.org
with any questions.

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of
the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a
Special Mission Offering that
congregations have been supporting for
over 100 years. The offering is
administered through the United Church Board for
Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of the Pension
Boards. Funds provide direct financial support to those who
serve the church and are facing financial difficulties. Active
and retired clergy, lay employees, and their surviving
spouses may be eligible for the Supplementation of Small
Annuities, Supplementation of Health Premiums,
Emergency Grants, and/or Christmas “Thank You” Gift
Checks. We will take up this special offering on Sunday,
December 18.

OUR ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS OFFERING
The Christmas Offering
Envelope found in your
envelope packet offers an
opportunity for you to share gifts
with ministries to children and
families. This offering is equally
divided among the following
children's ministries: Hoyleton
Youth & Family Services,
DuBois Center, and Uni-Pres
Kindercottage. Thank you for
your generosity!

POINSETTIAS FOR
LOVED ONES
The Board of Worship will provide Poinsettias for those wishing to help decorate the Sanctuary for
Christmas.
If you would like to purchase a Poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved one, request a Poinsettia
Envelope from an usher on Sunday morning, or pick one up in the church office. Complete the form on
the front, and include a check for $13, payable to St. Paul UCC. Hand the completed envelope to an
usher or drop the envelope and payment by the church office no later than Sunday, December 12.
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Board of Evangelism
The Board of Evangelism would like to thank all those
who supported the Pumpkin Hunt by making
donations, attending the event and helping set up and
clean up. The evening was enjoyed by all and made
$861 for the general fund. We plan to hold another
hunt next year, so watch the Pathfinder for a date and

The board also would like to thank those who worked
on November 5 and 12 to assemble the Christmas float
for the Christmas Parade on December 3. Even with
the chilly weather, we had several folks turn out and
help assemble the float. A huge thanks to the Brucker
family and Electro Door for letting us use their trailer
for the Columbia Days and Christmas parades!

mark your calendar!

CARE CONNECTION
Joanne Counce

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE TO LOAN

A reminder to St. Paul members is that we do have a variety of walkers, canes, crutches, commodes,
bed rails, toilet raisers, wheel chairs, etc., for loan. These items are currently being stored in the church
parsonage for easy access. They are available to anyone in the community. Currently, we have a ramp
that was donated by a church member when no longer needed, being used by a community person.
This is one way St. Paul UCC participates in Columbia community life! Please notify Joanne Counce
(618-791-6916) if you have any need and I will either meet you at the parsonage or bring it to your home.
We will also take a limited amount of donated equipment.
CHANGE AND COMMUNICATION
“Nothing is so painful to the human mind as a great and sudden change,” said novelist Mary Wollstonecraft Shelly. She did not intend for the quote to refer to organizational change, but anyone who has tried
to implement a change in their business would agree that it applies. The church is a business no matter
how you look at it! Emotional reactions and resistance to change are frustrating. It does help if the purpose of the change is known to everyone. Communicate clearly and often through the right people,
through multiple channels, and listening for feedback will help for everyone to accept a change that is
needed.
Philippians 4:6-7__ Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

First Day of Winter
December 21, 2022
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A Remi nder
f rom the
Ceme tery Bo ard
Grave Blankets are not allowed at
Evangelical St. Paul Cemetery. If
placed, they will be removed and
put on the driveway near the
maintenance building.

End of Year
Reminders
Please have your 2022 contributions
physically in the office by 3:30 p.m. on
Thursday, December 29 (or place your
donation in the offering on Sunday,
December 25.) Anything after this date will
be considered a contribution for 2023. The
ONLY exceptions are checks that are mailed
and postmarked by December 31. These will
be deductible for 2022 tax purposes.
Electronic Givers - Don’t Forget
Be sure to check your electronic giving page
to verify the ending date. If it is set to
conclude at the end of 2022, be sure to
change it to year-end 2023 or later.

Board & Committee Chairs:
Annual Report Articles are due on
Thursday, December 15!
Please email your article to:
articles@stpaulcolumbia.org

Process:
Go to our webpage: www.stpaulcolumbia.org
Click: online giving; Click member login;
Enter your email address and your password
or follow directions to create an account ;
Click on Giving
Set up new instructions for the coming
year.

Congregational
Meeting
January 29
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From the
St. Paul UCC Staff
&
Little Friends Preschool

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
9 am Preschool

2
8 am

6:15 pm

Quilters

Personnel
Committee
7 pm Executive
Committee
7 pm Search Committee

Sat
3
Columbia
Lighted
Parade
7 pm
Metro
Singers St. Paul
UCC
Sanctuary

Kindercottage Food

5
11 am Staff

6
Pastor Shel’s Day Off

7
9 am Preschool

8
9 am Preschool

9
8 am

Collection

Meeting

9 am Preschool

10 am Bells

6:15 pm Personnel

Quilters

6:45 pm Boy Scouts 357

3:30—5 pm After

7 pm Search Committee

10
10:30 am noon
Christmas

9:30 am Worship

School Program

7 pm Board of

Program

Christmas Program

6 pm

Evangelism

rehearsal

rehearsal during

Confirmation

7 pm Cemetery Board

Sunday School

6 pm Bells

7 pm Exec. Ctte.

10:30 am New Member

6 pm Girls Scouts

Class

7 pm Choir

4 Communion Sunday

Star Tree Gifts Due!

Coffee &
11
9:30 am Worship

13
Pastor Shel’s Day Off

14 9 am Preschool

15

10 am Bells

9 am Preschool

3:30—5 pm After

Annual Report
Articles Due Now!

Welcome Brunch

12
Poinsettia
Orders Due
11 am Staff

6:45 pm Boy Scouts 357

School Program

Christmas Program

Meeting

7 pm 4-H

6 pm

rehearsal during

6:15 pm Finance

Sunday School

Committee

6 pm Bells

3pm Boy Scouts Court of

7 pm Consistory

7 pm Choir

10:30 am New Member

Confirmation

16
8 am
Quilters

Pathfinder Articles
Due

17
10:30 am noon
Christmas
Program
rehearsal

9 am Preschool
7 pm Search Committee

Honor
18
9:30 am Children’s

19
11 am Staff

20
Pastor Shel’s Day Off

21
10 am Bells

Christmas Program

Meeting

6:45 pm Boy Scouts

6 pm Bells

10:30 am Coffee &

7:30pm Board of

6 pm Girl Scouts

Cookies from around the

Worship

7 pm Choir

World

7 pm Book Club

25
10:00 am Celebration of

26
11 am Staff

the Light & Holy

Meeting

27
Pastor Shel’s Day Off

28

22
7 pm Search Committee

29
7 pm Search Committee

23
8 am

24

Quilters

4:30 pm
Worship
9:30 pm
Worship
11 pm
Candlelight
& Meditation

30
8 am

31

Quilters

Communion
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Our Members in
Senior Living

Garden Place Of Columbia
Clarice Giffhorn Rm. 204
Ed Schutte Rm. Rm. 113
Grace Volkert Rm. 110
480 DD Rd.
Columbia, IL 62236
618-281-4200

Our Members in
Nursing Homes

Dammert G.C.
The Esquiline
Betty Lou Carle
726 Community Dr.
Belleville, IL 62223

Integrity
Dorothy Klein
253 Bradington
Columbia, IL
62236

Garden Place
Gene Haller: Apt 15
735 Columbia Ave.
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-223-5834
Magnolia Terrace
Mary Fassel
623 Hamacher Apt 122
Waterloo, IL 62298

Eden Village
Nira Probstmeyer
400 S. Station Rd.
Glen Carbon, IL
62034

Oak Hill Nursing
Home
Gladys Ludwig
Don Naumann
Lucinda Smith
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-939-3488

Military Prayers
Nathan Schnittger
U.S. Army
Nephew of Cathy Huels
Roberto DeMarquez
Army National Guard
Son of Ursula DeMarquez

Financial Report

James K. Combs
Marine Sgt.
Son of Jim & Debbie Combs

Sean Parrin
Army Ranger - Italy
Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake

Jack Augustin
U.S Army
Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin

Matthew Gage Toler
USMC, deployed to Syria,
Great Nephew of
Margie Lindhorst

October
2021

2022

Year to Date
2021

2022

Revenue
Tithes & Offerings:
Pledged & NonPledged
Misc. Contributions
Interest Income
Endowment Interest Income
Rental Income
Misc Income
Total Revenues

30,271.74
0.00
797.36
13,389.00
700.00
197.00
45,355.10

32,492.34
91.00
719.55
13,731.07
0.00
15,268.57
62,302.53

285,596.81
4,535.00
3,988.84
52,617.51
1,200.00
15,923.40
363,861.56

305,992.35
5,698.00
3,899.16
55,004.19
300.00
26,406.82
397,300.52

Expenses
Personnel
General Expenses
* OCWM
Total Expenses

23,703.10
6,274.64
1,513.82
31,491.56

28,189.35
6,243.44
1,527.24
35,960.03

247,290.89
83,848.05
22,778.00
353,916.94

283,388.92
111,290.79
24,885.97
419,565.68

13,863.54

26,342.50

9,944.62
123,864.10

(22,265.16)
100,125.47

Net Receipts
RESERVES
*OCWM 10,000.00 out of St Paul
Mission (833.33 monthly)

Solar Loan Balance

48,969.81
The Pathfinder - Page 9

St. Paul United Church of Christ

127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236

The Pathfinder

Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul United Church of Christ
Phone - 618-281-5102 / FAX - 618-281-3032 / E Mail - office@stpaulcolumbia.org
stpaulcolumbia.org

Does the church office have
your current contact information?
We don't want you to miss out on any information. If
you haven't been receiving emails, chances are we
don't have a current email address for you, or the
email went to your spam.
If you are unsure, please contact Barb in the office by
email (see below) or call 618-281-5102.
Staff Contact Information:
Intentional Interim Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheldon
Culver srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Interim Associate Pastor for Youth & Visitation Rev. Julie Kies - assocpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Financial Administrator, Barb Gersteneckerfinancial@stpaulcolumbia.org
Christian Education Director, Denise Johnson christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org
Lead Custodian, Terry Schramm –
custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org
Custodian, Janet Zinn

Music Coordinator/Organist, Lori Morton music@stpaulcolumbia.org
Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director, Sue Phillips band@stpaulcolumbia.org
Evening Bell/Choir Director, Emily Thoman choir@stpaulcolumbia.org
Morning Bells Director, Patti French
Preschool Director, Jody Taake preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cemetery Treasurer, Barb Gerstenecker cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org
Consistory Members

President - Dennis Hoguet
Vice President - Shirley Bergmann
Secretary - Shirley Hoy
Shirley Asselmeier
Carrie Clayton
Gregg Giffhorn
Susan Hibbits
Office Hours:
Mary Hillestad
Charles James
Monday - Thursday
Susan Kuergeleis
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Mark Thompson
Al Wolfe
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