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From Pastor Shel
Dear St. Paul UCC Family and Friends,
This is the start of my fourth week with you as
Interim Senior Minister. I have been a member of
St. Paul UCC since 2007 when I joined the Illinois
South Conference as Conference Minister. Most
of my years serving in that position, however, I
was working with other churches so you may not
have seen much of me.
As a member of the congregation, I really had no
comprehensive sense of all the ministries and
missions St. Paul UCC accomplishes during the
year. I am learning so much about us in this new
position. Front and center from my first week in
the office, Holy Week, is the Board of Worship.
This amazing group of faithful volunteers made
our many services not only possible but effective
and seamless, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and twice on Easter Sunday. I also began my
first day in the office with an evening meeting of
the Consistory which wrestles with concerns that I
have heard in other churches, some specific to
location, some just part of church life. These
members are elected to serve us in the main
position of lay leadership. Please hold them in
your prayers.
Our church staff is terrific, but I already knew this.
They are hardworking, faithful, generous with
their welcome of all who enter these doors. We
are preparing to say farewell to Cathy Fritz at the
end of May. She will be missed, and this will
bring a significant change to our office staff.
Cathy has served St. Paul UCC as office
secretary for ten years.
Since Easter, St. Paul UCC has hosted the
Senior Reception (held by the Columbia Women’s
Club and Columbia’s Resourceful Organization of
Women Networking – “CROWN”) for over 60 girls
graduating from Columbia High School this
month. Their mothers were invited as well, and it
was a lovely opportunity to welcome the wider
community to St. Paul UCC. Our members also
worked hard to set up and tend the annual
Rummage Sale which welcomed folk from all
over. Thanks to everyone who worked, provided
items for sale, and stopped by the Eagle’s Wing
to browse and purchase.

Our Consistory President, Dennis Hoguet,
welcomed and introduced me during both
services on Easter Sunday. The Sunday after
Easter the congregation and I exchanged words
of commitment to one another during the Service
of Recognition for the beginning of this interim
season. I sincerely appreciate the brunch
reception following worship. So now, the ministry
of this interim time really begins.
The Transition Team, working on the St. Paul
UCC Church Profile, is continuing to focus on
their assignment, but they are so far along in the
process that they do not need much input from
me. We will be blessed to see the completed
profile in the near future. They recently visited
with our Illinois South Conference Minister, Rev.
Shana Johnson, which is a signal that they are
nearing completion of this essential piece of
interim work. The next step will be establishing
the Search Committee…another point where we
will be asked to support a group of St. Paul UCC
members who are set apart to help us call the
next pastor.
I have committed to serve the congregation until
we call a settled senior pastor. Members who
attended worship last Sunday have committed to
pray for and support the church leadership
throughout the remainder of the interim season.
We are in this together!
So, please talk with me, ask what is going on,
give me feedback, and pray with me. Let’s learn
together how to be a healthy, holy expression of
the Risen Christ in this community and beyond.
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Pastor Shel

Join us in worship on
Memorial Sunday,
May 29th.
We will honor service
members
in worship with the
Armed Forces Salute!

We as a congregation at St. Paul are slowly returning to our prepandemic ways and anticipate that we can soon return to normal.
Mask wearing has become a choice for those who feel the need and
we celebrated during Lent with the return of the Soup Suppers in Fellowship Hall.

Consistory Corner

Approximately thirty-five people attended each Soup Supper, where we enjoyed a choice of two soups, a
grilled cheese sandwich and a delicious desert. The Consistory thanks the Hospitality Committee for
hosting the evenings, and all the committees/groups who provided the desserts.
We have bidden farewell to Pastor Elizabeth as our Intentional Interim Minister and welcome Rev.
Sheldon Culver as our new Interim Pastor who will help our church complete the search process. As we
go forward, let us celebrate all that we have to be thankful for and be positive in our thoughts and actions
as we go about completing the task of calling a settled minister. We are the church together and we
share in the task before us. God be with us as we do the ministry of Jesus Christ.
We will be bidding farewell to our Office Secretary, Cathy Fritz, who will leave us, at the end of May. She
is a new grandmother and will begin babysitting her grandson. We thank Cathy for her dedication and
service to our Church, but most of all we will miss her smile as we enter the office. God Bless you as you
leave us. Know that you touched many lives.
We also rejoice with Emily Thomann, our Choir Director, on the upcoming birth of her first child. We are
making plans to cover her time away from St. Paul during the fall and up to Advent.

Addison Tarr and Ethan Smith, our
Confirmation class of 2022, have
been led by the Holy Spirit; their
Faith Partners - Diane Hanna and
Mark Thompson; Rev. Elizabeth
Terrill, Rev. Sheldon Culver, and
Denise Johnson; on a journey exploring their
faith. They have been working hard, and learning
about God, the Bible, the church, and one
another. The Confirmands are beginning to work
on their personal Statements of Faith. They will
present their Faith Statements on Sunday, May
22, at our 9:30 a.m. church service. The
Confirmands will be confirmed in a Rite of
Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, at
our 9:30 a.m. church service. All St. Paul UCC
members, families, and friends, may be
witnesses, in person or watch our live-stream
service online, which can be found on our church
website (stpaulcolumbia.org). Following this
special service, we will celebrate with a brunch in
the Fellowship Hall hosted by the Board of
Christian Education. Please continue to keep the
Confirmands in your prayers as they experience
the Rite of Confirmation, and continue their faith
journey. It is an exciting time for all!

During the month of May, the
Board of Mission and
Stewardship will collect items
for the House of Neighborly
Service’s Summer Lunch Program. This program
provides Monroe County families in need with
groceries, recipes and additional items weekly
throughout the summer. For those who wish to
donate, there will be a drive-up collection on
Saturday, May 14, from 10 a.m. until noon.
The following things are requested:
Large cans of chicken
Peanut butter and jelly
Cereal
Hamburger Helper-type meals
Canned pastas
Canned soups and chili
Complete soft taco meal kits (5 servings)
Dry pastas and canned pasta sauce
Large plastic jars of applesauce
Non-refrigerated pepperoni
Monetary Donations
HNS will use monetary donations to purchase
additional grocery items.
THANK YOU!
Donations in March for One Great Hour of Sharing
was $1,665. THANK YOU for always coming
together and giving!!
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Director of Christian
Education
Denise Johnson

Vacation Bible School
VBS

Save the dates June 6-10
Vacation Bible School “Food
Truck Party: On the Roll with
God.” This VBS invites us to
pray as Jesus teaches us in
Matthew 6:11: “Give us this
day our daily bread.” These
words serve as a reminder that
everything we have comes
from God—and that it is by
turning to God in prayer that all
our daily needs are met.
Through fun activities
grounded in stories from the
Old and New Testaments,
Food Truck Party VBS opens
kid’s eyes to the countless
ways God provides, loves, and
cares for us while inviting us to
join God in providing love and
caring for others.

Senior Recognition Sunday

Graduating class of 2022,
Congratulations! We here at
St. Paul United Church of
Christ are so proud of you, and
the accomplishments you have
made over the past four years
of high school. You have been
an important part of this
congregation through the
years, and you will continue to
be in our thoughts and prayers
when you move on to college
or to a career of your choice.
St. Paul is, and always will be,
your church home, and we
hope you will return often over
the next few years. St. Paul
wants to celebrate right along

with you and honor the
accomplishments of all our
graduates. We will be
celebrating “Senior
Recognition Sunday” on
Sunday, May 22, at our 9:30
am church service. During
the service will invite our
graduates to the front of the
sanctuary, where you will be
recognized, honored, and
blessed. A special gift will be
presented to each senior. After
the service, we will celebrate in
the Fellowship Hall with
refreshments provided by the
Board of Christian Education,
and the congregation will have
a chance to congratulate you.

DUBOIS CENTER
CAMP
OPPORTUNITIES
It’s time to unplug and jump
into a week of awesome, low
-tech fun. At Dubois Center
kids can be kids and get
dirty, have fun and make
memories that last a lifetime.
Camp is about connecting
face to face with cabinmates and leaders. Camp is
a safe place to try new
things, learn about God and
grow as a person. Camp is a
place to laugh, sing, play
and pray together.
Open House Events at
DuBois Center will beheld
on April 9 and May 15,
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
For more information go to:
www.DuBoisCenter.org

Our Senior and Junior Youth
Celebrate the end of school
and help plan upcoming
Youth Events on Sunday, May
22 at 1:00 p.m.- 2:30 p.m. for
5th - 8th grade.
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for 9th 12th grade.

Note: St. Paul covers half of
the cost of sending your
child to camp. Fill out the
registration form, send your
half of the camp fee to
DuBois Center, make a copy
of the registration form and
turn it in to the church office.
Give your child the gift of a
faith-filled summer camp
experience this year.

If you are able to volunteer,
or have any questions,
please contact
Denise Johnson, DCE, by
email at

christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

or call 618-340-2952.

Little Friends Preschool has begun
registration for the 2022-2023 school year.
If interested, please contact us via the
preschool email @
preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org, or message
on Facebook Messenger for more
information.
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Signage is an important part of the physical church properties. We
as a church family want the community and visitors to know who
and where we are. We hope you have noticed the new and
refurbished signs. The signs have been placed and positioned for
maximum visibility. From St Paul St, Bottom Ave, Kuntz St and
don’t forget to check out the St Paul Labyrinth sign. Thank you to
the members of St. Paul UCC, Columbia, for supporting this
worthwhile project.

The grand total raised at this year’s
rummage sale is $10,212.43! That
includes the online sales done by
Joanne Counce, the Queen of Market
Place sales!
There are so many people to thank for
making this another successful sale;
from the individuals and families who
donated really wonderful items, to the
amazing crew who worked for months
organizing and setting up the sale.
This year there were lots of extra hours
because we sold items, as well as
accepted items the three Saturdays
before the sale. The Property

Management Committee set up and
took down the 30+ tables at each sale
and helped with many other tasks at
hand. To all those who helped pack
and clean up at the end of the sale,
thank you!
It is a huge amount of work, but always
seems to come together and go by so
quickly, thanks to the laughter,
friendships, and satisfaction of knowing
we are helping sustain this church and
its missions.
We enjoyed meeting with the folk that
came to the sale. Some even said they
were going to join us for worship! We
call that a wink, win!
Again, a big THANK YOU to all!

A BIG THANKS TO
ALL WHO
DONATED either
with food or
monetary donations
to this mission
throughout the
school year.
We packed food for
18 children each
week. This is truly a
blessing to the
children receiving
this food each
weekend. Looking
forward to having
your support again
in the upcoming
school year! Thank
you!

Quilt Raffle Ends Soon!
A quilt has been donated to hold a Quilt
Raffle to help pay for our new windows!
Ticket sales run through Sunday, May 8.
Tickets will be sold before and after worship
in the Welcome Center, and in the church
office, for $2 each or 6 for $10.
The winner will be drawn on
Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8.

Book Club is held the
4th Monday
of the month at 7 p.m.

May 23 - The Paris Library
by Janet Skeslien Charles

OFFICE COORDINATOR
High School graduate with two years
experience preferred. Must be
proficient in Microsoft Office 365.
Attributes should include selfmotivation, competency with good
organizational skills and the ability to
interact pleasantly with people. Parttime position, 27 hours per week.
Wage commensurate with experience.
Reply to jobs@stpaulcolumbia.org

St Louis
Cardinals Game
May 11
Sign up in the Welcome Center!
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CARE CONNECTION
- Joanne Counce

CARE CONNECTION REFLECTIONS

A BUSY TIME IT HAS BEEN FOR CHURCH and a busy time it will continue to be! That is the
thought of many! The church office is trying to update the records of members in care facilities so that a
visit or card will be sent at various times, and that we know your location. Anyone that would like
transportation to any of our church services or activities, even if out of town, please call Joanne 618-7916916 or the church office 618-281-5102, and we will make arrangements! It is so good to see so many
familiar faces! Tell us of any of your needs and do not be hesitant in doing so! Confidentiality is always
kept!
WHAT IS NOT SO GOOD is the realization of the many deaths we have had in St. Paul since
March 2020. Before leaving, Pastor Keith made a sheet of those over 70 years old that may need help
during COVID-19 which I continue to use. Of those members listed, 24 have died of various causes, two
moved closer to family, and two are new in facilities. We miss and love all of these folks. There are
some big shoes waiting to be filled here!
WHAT IS GOOD was the sermon title and message that Pastor Shel presented to us on Easter
Sunday. “WHAT ARE YOU EXPECTING?” This will have a different meaning for each of us daily. What
I did not expect was before the rummage sale - a couple to drive from Paducah, Kentucky on a Monday
to pick up a stereo, subwoofer, and speakers that were for sale. Conversation led to the hip surgery that
he would be having on the following Monday. He was surprised to learn that we had medical equipment
that he needed, so I went home to the supply area and provided the equipment that members had
donated to the church. After this encounter, he left with a smile on his face, knowing the prayer chain in
Columbia will be praying for him during his surgery.
WE EXPECT BECAUSE WE TRUST, OTHERWISE WE DOUBT, OR DO NOT EXPECT AT ALL!

Financial Report

February
2021

2022

Year to Date
2021

2022

Revenue
Tithes & Offerings:
Pledged & NonPledged
Misc. Contributions
Interest Income
Endowment Interest Income
Rental Income
Misc Income
Total Revenues

34,421.00
925.00
9.36
0.00
50.00
10,227.13
45,632.49

25,038.99
181.00
8.73
0.00
0.00
2,409.79
27,638.51

57,514.25
1,120.00
700.05
12,932.79
500.00
10,283.74
83,050.83

64,978.52
446.00
807.37
13,666.62
0.00
2,592.83
82,491.34

Expenses
Personnel
General Expenses
* OCWM
Total Expenses

25,757.78
5,289.89
2,907.83
33,955.50

25,057.68
6,723.73
4,633.64
36,415.05

48,552.58
10,440.29
2,907.83
61,900.70

50,818.39
14,755.48
4,633.64
70,207.51

11,676.99

(8,776.54)

21,150.13
135,069.61

12,283.83
134,674.46

Net Receipts
RESERVES
*OCWM 10,000.00 out of St Paul
Mission (833.33 monthly)

Solar Loan Balance

55,445.16
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In Memory & In Honor Of

—Unknown

Carillon Bells
In memory of David & Charlie Asselmeier,
given by, Shirley Asselmeier
Handbells
In memory of Charlotte Freeland, given by
Debbie Steinmann

Leroy C. Goss
Internment at St. Paul
Cemetery

Dammert G.C.
The Esquiline
Betty Lou Carle
726 Community Dr.
Belleville, IL 62223

Our Members in
Senior Living
Garden Place Of Columbia
Helen Byers
Clarice Giffhorn
480 DD Rd.
Columbia, IL 62236
618-281-4200

Magnolia Terrace
Mary Fassel
623 Hamacher Apt 122
Waterloo, IL 62298

Memorials & Tributes
In honor of Evelyn Stumpf’s birthday,
given by Kurt & Kim Stumpf
Renovations (Signs ,Windows, Solar)
In remembrance of Earl & Betty
Gummersheimer’s 60th wedding
anniversary, given by Earl Gummersheimer

Garden Place
Gene Haller: Apt. 15
735 Columbia Ave.
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-223-5834
Eden Village
Nira Probstmeyer
400 S. Station Rd.
Glen Carbon, IL 62034

Our Members in
Nursing Homes
Integrity
253 Bradington
Columbia, IL 62236
Dorothy Klein

Kitchen Committee
In appreciation of Leroy Goss’ funeral
luncheon, given by the Goss Family

Oak Hill Nursing Home
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-939-3488
Gladys Ludwig
Don Naumann
Lucinda Smith

Nathan Schnittger
U.S. Army
Nephew of Cathy Huels
Roberto DeMarquez
Army National Guard
Son of Ursula DeMarquez

Thank you notes
were received from:
•

Illinois South Conference for being a
5 for 5 church (which means we
participate in all five of our UCC offerings)

•

St. Paul Lutheran Food Pantry, for the
monetary donation

•

House of Neighborly Services, for the
donations from SouperBowl of Caring

•

Sherry Hackbarth, for the thoughts and
prayers

Military Prayers
Marine Sgt.
James K. Combs
Son of Jim & Debbie Combs
Jack Augustin
Army
Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin
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Sean Parrin
Army - Ft. Polk, LA
Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake
Matthew Gage Toler
USMC, deployed to Syria,
Great Nephew of
Margie Lindhorst

Sun

Mon

1
Holy Communion
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour
Kindercottage Food
Collection

8 Mother’s Day
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour
Quilt Raffle Drawing!

Tue

Wed

2
6 pm Band
7 pm Board of
Mission &
Stewardship
7 pm Property
Management

3
9 am Preschool
6:30 pm
Transition Team

9
6 pm Band
6:15 pm Finance
Committee
7 pm Consistory

10
9 am Preschool
6:30 pm
Transition Team

Pastor’s Day Off

630 pm 4-H
Pastor’s Day Off

15 Music Sunday

16
6 pm Band
7 pm Board of
Worship (note
date change)

17
6:30 pm
Transition Team

22
Senior
Recognition Sunday
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Senior
Recognition in
Fellowship Hall
Celebration
1 pm Jr. High Youth
Planning Event
3 pm Sr. High Youth
Planning Event

23
6 pm Band
7 pm Book Club

24
6:30 pm
Transition Team

29 Memorial Sunday
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour

30
Memorial Day
Office Closed

Farewell
Reception for
Cathy Fritz

Thu

Fri
6
8 am Quilters

Sat

4
9 am Preschool
10 am Bells
2:30 pm After School
Program
6 pm Confirmation
6 pm Bells
7 pm Choir

5
9 am Preschool

7

11
9 am Preschool
10 am Bells
11 am Out & About—
Cardinals Game
6 pm Bells
7 pm Choir

12
9 am Last Day
of 2021-2022
Preschool
7 pm Cemetery
Board

13
8 am Quilters

18
6 pm Confirmation

19
7 pm Board of
Evangelism

20
8 am Quilters

21

25
6 pm Confirmation

26

27
8 am Quilters

28

3 - 9 pm
Lori’s Piano
Recital in
Sanctuary

Hoyleton
Honors
Banquet Regency,
O’Fallon, IL

14
10 amnoon
Drop Off
for HNS

(see page 2)

Pastor’s Day Off

9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour
Pathfinder
Articles Due

Pastor’s Day Off

31
6:30 pm
Transition Team
Pastor’s Day Off
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Does the church office have your current
contact information?
We don't want you to miss out on any information. If you
haven't been receiving emails, chances are we don't have a
current email address for you, or the email went to your
spam.
If you are unsure, please contact Cathy or Barb in the office
by email (see below) or call 618-281-5102.
Staff Contact Information:
Intentional Interim Senior Pastor - Rev. Elizabeth Terrill
srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
For after-hours pastoral emergencies, 419-602-9132
Secretary, Cathy Fritz - office@stpaulcolumbia.org
Financial Administrator, Barb Gersteneckerfinancial@stpaulcolumbia.org
Christian Education Director, Denise Johnson christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org
Lead Custodian, Terry Schramm –
custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org
Custodian, Janet Zinn

Music Coordinator/Organist, Lori Morton music@stpaulcolumbia.org
Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director, Sue Phillips band@stpaulcolumbia.org
Evening Bell/Choir Director, Emily Thoman choir@stpaulcolumbia.org
Preschool Director, Jody Taake preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cemetery Treasurer, Barb Gerstenecker cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org
Consistory Members
President - Dennis Hoguet
Vice President - Shirley Bergmann
Secretary - Shirley Hoy
Shirley Asselmeier
Carrie Clayton
Gregg Giffhorn
Susan Hibbits
Mary Hillestad
Office Hours:
Charles James
Monday - Thursday
Susan Kuergeleis
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Mark Thompson
Al Wolfe
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