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From Pastor Shel
A SIGN FOR OUR TIMES
There’s a large, bright orange, road caution sign leaning against the shed down by the city lawnmower
barn near Bolm-Schuhkraft Park. You will see it when you walk out of the park along the winding, cloverlined bike path that was built in 2020.
This sign reads: ONE LANE ROAD AHEAD. There are a couple other signs, mostly smaller, with different road work messages obscured behind this one. They simply add emphasis to the sense of caution,
and perhaps a bit of wonderment about the one lane road ahead.
This large orange sign attracts attention to the possibility that the driver needs to be prepared to stop. A
“one lane road” sign indicates that there is another lane, going in the opposite direction that is closed.
There may be a red/green light up ahead that manages the flow of traffic. There may be an orangevested road crew worker standing by the side of the road, sweat-rag on brow, hard hat on head, holding
the STOP sign which she turns to SLOW upon receiving a signal through the walkie-talkie in her other
hand.
Sometimes, in the more rural sections of our state, the “one lane” caution is not a road workers’ sign but
simply a side-note to what is up-ahead which is almost always a narrow bridge that has no monitor or
light. These are the “one-laners” that require the most attention from a driver. There is nothing to mediate between drivers who arrive at that bridge at the same time. One has to give way while the other
passes, with a wave and a smile of course. When this transition occurs successfully travelers become
“neighbors,” and both feel better about themselves and the other who may have been a stranger until
that moment of “give”. And “give” is what successful living is all about.
When Jesus was with us in human form he was questioned many time about his teachings. Often the
question was, “How will we know?” or “What are the signs?” or “What is the greatest commandment?”
Many times he used the question to redirect the asker’s thinking, but to the third question his reply was
absolutely clear and direct. The greatest commandment is to love God and to love your neighbor as
yourself.
The sign of our times is that we have failed our nation, our community, and our church by ignoring the
greatest of all commandments. When we defend against others out of fear, when we place ourselves
first, when we refuse to listen with open hearts, when we spread rumors or tell lies to secure our own positions, we have failed ourselves, our church, our Savior.
A sign for our times is the opening of hearts and minds, the welcoming of others who may be quite unlike
us and our families, the words of hope we share, the truths we dare to tell, the “giving way” so that those
we don’t know may proceed in their journeys…of faith, healing, and hope.
At St. Paul UCC we are witnesses to both the “the sign of the times” and “a sign for our times”. And the
sign that blesses us is seen in so many of the ministries and missions we engage. Last month we hosted a delightful Vacation Bible School, welcoming 40 children and their families. That week of faith exploration and lots of fun was provided by St. Paul adults and youth of all ages. Also in June, our churchwide mission focus was TWIGS, a mission that provides lunches and books for children in Cahokia
where there is great need these days. This year we worked together with Christ UCC in Dupo. And every month we respond to the needs of Kindercottage, our children’s care center in East St. Louis, which
has been a mission of the Illinois South Conference UCC for decades.
With all that we provide for others we continue to be challenged as a congregation. How will we be open
to and welcoming of all in our community? How will we decide to reconnect with one another in the
church? Do we have the courage and resolve to step into a season of healing and reconciliation as we
move further into the search process?
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Hello Church Pastor Julie!

with a skit, music and videos on
our Main Course theme “Give us
this day our daily bread.”
Matthew 6:11

I am grateful to be getting familiar
with St. Paul UCC and meeting
you in community. As I am
writing, we have just wrapped up
a Food Truck Party! with this
summer’s vacation bible school.
As your “Top Chef,” I worked
alongside DJ Cupcake (Debbie
Notter) opening each morning

After our morning openers, I was
free to roam to different activities,
meeting the children and the
many youth and adult volunteers
that make our VBS successful
year after year. We have a
passionate and dedicated team of
folks that brings this all together!
I certainly had fun learning

Consistory Corner
As we approach summer, and today it seems as it is
here, the Consistory continues its work, including
building a Search Committee.
Also, a few expressions of thanks are in order. The
new signage is in place and looks GREAT ! A big thankyou to Kathleen Habermehl, for spearheading this
project to a conclusion. A second big thanks to Carrie
Clayton for her efforts in leading the celebration and
reception for the new graduates. It was
a big success.

Director of
Christian Education
Denise Johnson
VBS 2022

through activities and play with
our VBS Kids.
I will be out and about for
visitation and look forward to
getting to know you. Should you
need me, feel free to reach out.

Pastor Julie

A reminder that the new Confirmation Class begins
August 24. If you know of potential confirmands,
please give their names to Denise Johnson. Also, please
encourage any potential Confirmands and their
families to participate in this important step in their
faith formation.
Finally, on May 15, we welcomed Reverend Julie Kies,
as our Interim Associate Pastor for youth and
visitation. Reverend Kies has begun her work with us
and we are grateful for the gifts she brings.
Enjoy your summer!

and her son, and that God would
not let her jar of flour or bottle of oil
decrease until the drought was
over. She trusted God and gave
Elijah bread and neither the jar of
flour nor the bottle of oil decreased
during the drought. How is God’s
goodness shown to us and how
can we show God’s goodness to
others?

Susan Kuergeleis
healthy food to honor God. What
are some things we are thankful to
God for? How can we show
gratitude to God?

By God’s hands we are all fed!
Jesus and his followers were in
Galilee when a large crowd-over
Our Food Truck Party was full of
five thousand people-gathered to
fun, laughter, songs, fellowship,
hear Jesus teach but the hour was
and love.
late and they were getting hungry.
Forty-one children filled our church Let us thank God for our food!
A child had brought five loaves of
with excitement as they discovered Daniel and three of his friends were bread and two fish. Jesus took the
how God provides.
in Babylon being trained, along with bread and fish and after he gave
other Jews, to serve the King. As
thanks for the meal, distributed it to
Each day had a different Bible
part
of
their
training
the
King
fed
everyone there. After everyone ate,
focus:
them fancy and rich food. Daniel
the disciples gathered baskets of
God is great! God provided for the knew that food was more than a gift leftovers and discovered twelve
Israelites in the wilderness with
from the king. It was a gift from
baskets of leftovers. What are
manna and quail and God provides God. For ten days Daniel and his
some ways that God provides for
for us in new ways today.
friends ate only vegetables and
us, and some ways God helps us
drank
only
water.
At
the
end
of
the
provide for others?
God is good! Elijah asked a widow
training,
the
four
men
were
for bread. She told him she had
(Continued on following page)
none, just a little flour and oil. Elijah healthier than those who ate the
king’s
food.
They
continued
to
eat
told her to make bread for him, her
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(Continued from previous page)

Give us, Lord our daily bread!
Peter and some of Jesus’ other
disciples had returned to their
original profession---fishing.
They had been out all night and
had not caught a single fish.
Jesus arrives with the sunrise,
and after he tells them to throw
the net to the other side of the
boat, they caught 153 fish!
When they return to shore Jesus
prepares breakfast for the
disciples. Jesus then ask Peter,
“Do you love me?” Since Peter
had betrayed him, Jesus was
offering Peter forgiveness and
an opportunity for healing. Just
as God sent Jesus to show us
how to love, Jesus loves Peter
and sends Peter out into the
world to love and share the love
of Jesus to others. How does
God show love to us and gives
us what we need to share
Jesus’ love with others?
We had fun in recreation with
these games: Mix it, Mash It,
Melt It, Short Order Cook, and
Dough Roll.
We created our own aprons and
chef’s hats, bread boards and
tie-dyed napkins.
We sang Food Truck Party,
Manna in the Morning, Forever
and Ever, Amen, Love that
Makes the World Go ‘Round,
and Five-Two-One Eat!
We ate off the Food Truck
menu: hot pretzels and cheese,
corn dogs, bagels, pizza, ice
cream, strawberries, apples,
and cuties.
We discovered evaporation
and condensation. We explored
what yeast needs and what
sand is made of?
We collected five hundred
items to make manna bags for
the homeless. We sewed 20
D.J. Cupcake pillows for our
assisted living and nursing
home members. We collected
144 items for local food pantries.
We collected $469.85 for local

food programs and Sweet
Potato Project.
Thank you to all our
volunteers who shared their
time, talents, and their love for
God with our children. What a
blessing they are to our faith
community!
Faye Mehrmann, Judy Rickey,
Vicki Simpson, Kelly Maue,
Joanne Counce, Sherry
Montgomery, Jenny Schmidt,
Debbie Notter, Pastor Julie Kies,
Pastor Shel Culver, Carrie
Clayton, Barb Gerstenecker,
Betty Gummersheimer, Lea
Berry, Diane Hanna, Erika
Baum, Joan Daab, Debbie
Franke, Pam Erickson, Becky
Trexler and Susan Kuergelesis
Our Youth Volunteers were
Keagan Thomas, Kellan
Brunkhorst, Matthew Maue,
Zachary Maue, Benjamin Tarr,
Addison Tarr, Haley Suhre,
Camden Ax, Colleen Jackson,
Luci James, Gabriel James,
Middy Mistler, Maggie Buhr,
Peyton Oglesby and Addy
Quante.
A special thank you to Violette
Nast and Mary Hillestad for
making our volunteers Faith
aprons.
Thank you, Carrie Clayton, for
making beautiful slides for
church services, and for posting
them on our website for Senior
Recognition Sunday,
Confirmation Sunday, and
Vacation Bible School.
Addison Tarr and Ethan Smith
our Confirmation class of 2022
presented their Faith
Statements on Sunday, May 22.
The Confirmands were
confirmed in a Rite of
Confirmation on Pentecost
Sunday, June 5. St. Paul UCC
members, families and friends
were witnesses to this special
moment in their faith journeys.
Following this profound service,
we celebrated them with a
brunch in the Fellowship Hall.
Please continue to keep the
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Confirmands in your prayers as
they continue their faith
journeys.
A special thank you to Sara
Wilde for making our
confirmands their personalized
red Confirmation stoles. A big
thank you to this year’s Faith
partners Diane Hanna and Mark
Thompson.
An excessively big thank you
and applause to the Hospitality
Committee for their smiles, their
welcoming attitude, and their
helping hands to serve each
Sunday at Fellowship hour and
the special brunches following
worship. Your willingness to give
a helping hand as we celebrate
milestones in our congregation
is appreciated.
Thank you also to members of
the Board of Christian Education
and Hospitality Committee who
made breakfast casseroles or
donated other breakfast items.

Summer Faith
Formation/ Sunday
School
We will continue our Vacation
Bible School theme “Food Truck
Party: On a Roll with God” this
summer in our Faith Formation /
Sunday School classes. All
children and youth will be
together as we take a ride
through the Bible, weaving our
way through the Old Testament
and New Testament, making
stops in different books of the
Bible to see how food plays a
role in so many of our favorite
faith stories. We will be
designing our own food truck
that will help us connect these
Bible stories with practical ways
of serving God and helping
others in our everyday lives.
Climb in, and buckle up! Let us
find God on the Bible Food
Truck.
It is an exciting time for all!

2023
Confirmation News
Any youth who is entering eighth grade in the fall is
invited to participate in our Confirmation Program.
In June we had a preliminary meeting for 2023
Confirmands and parents.

There is still time to sign up!
The Confirmation cycle will begin again in late
summer with a Welcome Dinner at 6 p.m.,
Wednesday, August 24. Please Contact Pastor
Julie or Denise Johnson to be included in future
emails and messages.

Our Youth Fellowship Groups are hosting the Spirit of Sharing Soup Kitchen in
Collinsville this month on the 12th! We will be preparing food and fellowship for that
Tuesday, starting in our own kitchen and then completing preparations at St. John’s
EUCC. Please arrive by 2 p.m. to prepare fruit and chicken salad. We will be
getting into the church van at 3:30 to travel and serve.
In our youth planning meetings, we have brainstormed ideas for social events and
service projects. We have some fun ideas in the works for July and August. Pastor Julie will be contacting
families with possible dates for a trip to an amusement park or escape room and a parents’ night out and car
wash in the coming months. Youth and parents, please stay tuned for specific dates as these plans develop.

We would like
to thank you
all for your
extreme
generosity
during our
collection for
House of Neighborly Service
and their summer lunch
program. Your donations filled
an SUV to the brim, along with
over $500 in monetary
donations. This will certainly help
feed many children in Monroe
County this summer!!
Our next mission project is also
for a summer program to help

feed children. It is the TWIGS
program that we have been
participating in for several years
now. Volunteers from our church
are helping the churches in
Dupo by going to Cahokia and
distributing lunches during the
week to children. As you know,
inflation is causing an increase in
the price of most everything,
and especially food. Therefore,
we are collecting monetary
donations to help offset this
increase. Donations can be
dropped off in the box marked
"TWIGS" in the Welcome Center,
at the church office, or
electronically.

Book Club

is held
the fourth Monday
of the month at 7 p.m.
July 25 - Run, Rose, Run
by James Patterson and
Dolly Parton

Please send Pathfinder articles
by the 15th of each month to:
articles@stpaulcolumbia.org

We also provide these children
with books each day they receive
a lunch. We are in need of new
or gently used story books for
young children and chapter
books for older children. These
can be dropped off in the back
of the church by the elevator or
by the donation box in the
Welcome Center.

Save the Date: Sunday, July 24
will be our Christmas in July
celebration for the congregation
to say "Thank You" to all of you
for generously supporting all the
missions in the past year. More
details to follow.

The Board of Evangelism is working with the
Board of Worship in finding additional folks to
welcome visitors and members to
worship. There will now be a greeter at the
Bottom Avenue entrance as well as an extra
greeter at the sanctuary entrance. We are also
making a welcome table in the Welcome
Center with an additional greeter who will help guide people
around the church as well as register visitors and give them a
gift from our congregation. To do this, we need more
volunteers. We encourage everyone to volunteer to greet on
the Sunday of your choice and sign up at the welcome
table. We need singles, couples, families, friends – anyone
who can smile and come to church a few minutes earlier to
welcome folks to our worship. Consider choosing a Sunday
to greet old friends and possibly make new ones!
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but I am here to help in any way I can. You and your
loved ones will be in my thoughts and prayers.” Offer
a favorite memory you have of the loved one that the
family may have no idea that it happened but it will
bring a smile to their face.

CARE CONNECTION
- Joanne Counce

You cannot fix the situation, but you can be
supportive. Affirm the feelings the family is
experiencing. Be a sympathetic listener, but don’t tell
Sometimes, even with the best of intention, we can
them what to do. Accept your friend where they are
say the wrong thing to the family member we are
trying to console. “He is in a better place.” (No I want in the grieving process, since it is all individual.
him here). “There is a reason for everything.” (What In the days and months to follow, don’t be afraid to
is that reason)? “Aren’t you over her yet”? (No, I am bring up the deceased name and continue to talk
not ready). “He was such a good person. God
about them as the family would like. They may be
wanted him to be with Him”. (Really)! My
gone, but are not forgotten.
granddaughter told Pastor Bob not to say that one
In Christ, we have the assurance that death is but a
about her Dad!
doorway to a greater life. May we all pray that those
Be aware of how your words impact the spirit of the
in our community face this transition with true joy and
person with whom you hope to empathize.
anticipation as each of us travels this journey in our
own way.
“I am so sorry for your loss. I wish I had the right
words. Just know I care. I don’t know how you feel,

WORDS OF CONSOLATION

Let's Help Violette and Eli!
St. Paul UCC is collecting funds to support Violette Nast in purchasing a more accessible handicap
vehicle for her use. Violette uses this vehicle not only for personal use but to help those around her in
the community who do not have vehicles of their own or cannot drive. The Consistory has approved to
match the Congregation’s fundraising for Violette up to a maximum of $10,000. Please consider a gift for
the purchase of Violette’s updated vehicle. Checks can be turned in with a note in the Memo section
stating that the donation is for Violette Nast’s vehicle. For those who give online, please choose the Van
Fund with a note in the Memo section saying that the donation is for Violette Nast’s vehicle.

Financial Report

May
2021

2022

Year to Date
2021

2022

Revenue
Tithes & Offerings:
Pledged & NonPledged
Misc. Contributions
Interest Income
Endowment Interest Income
Rental Income
Misc Income
Total Revenues

35,893.32
40.00
215.01
0.00
0.00
1,075.96
37,224.29

30,936.00
155.00
19.21
0.00
0.00
3,121.84
34,232.05

156,887.82
4,499.00
1,735.43
25,991.08
500.00
11,989.90
201,603.23

167,198.37
5,397.00
1,723.35
27,476.17
300.00
6,703.67
208,798.56

Expenses
Personnel
General Expenses
* OCWM
Total Expenses

24,688.89
3,743.33
3,572.60
32,004.82

35,404.84
6,693.08
4,179.45
46,277.37

124,528.26
37,179.53
8,440.54
170,148.33

143,621.26
57,339.35
6,323.17
207,283.78

Net Receipts

5,219.47

(12,045.32)

31,454.90

1,514.78

145,374.38

123,905.41

RESERVES
*OCWM 10,000.00 out of St Paul
Mission (833.33 monthly)

Solar Loan Balance

52,796.53
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In Memory & In Honor Of
Hospitality Committee
In memory of Betty Eckert,
given by the Eckert Family

Betty Jeanne Eckert
August 20, 1929 - May 29, 2022
Harold “Gene” Bayer
May 2, 1923—June 15, 2022
Dammert G.C.
The Esquiline
Betty Lou Carle
726 Community Dr.
Belleville, IL 62223

Our Members in
Senior Living
Garden Place Of Columbia
Helen Byers
Clarice Giffhorn
Ed Schutte
Grace Volkert
480 DD Rd.
Columbia, IL 62236
618-281-4200

Garden Place
Gene Haller: Apt 15
735 Columbia Ave.
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-223-5834
Magnolia Terrace
Mary Fassel
623 Hamacher Apt122
Waterloo, IL 62298

Our Members in
Nursing Homes
Cedarhurst
Memory Care
Wanda Bayer
518 Legacy Dr,
Waterloo, IL 62298
Integrity
Dorothy Klein
253 Bradington
Columbia, IL 62236

Memorials & Tributes
In memory of Betty Eckert,
given by Tiffany and Michael Riley
Renovations
In memory of Betty Eckert, given by
Larry & Shirley Hoy
Shirley Beltz
Columbia Gymnastics Association
Special Music
In memory of Rose Marie Crossley,
given by Betty House
In memory of Betty Eckert,
given by Mary Ellen Norman
TWIGS
In appreciation of meals,
given by Elaine Heatherly
Donation given by Columbia Gymnastics
Association

Eden Village
Nira Probstmeyer
400 S. Station Rd.
Glen Carbon, IL 62034
Oak Hill Nursing Home
Gladys Ludwig
Don Naumann
Lucinda Smith
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-939-3488

Nathan Schnittger
U.S. Army
Nephew of Cathy Huels
Roberto DeMarquez
Army National Guard
Son of Ursula DeMarquez

Military Prayers
Marine Sgt.
James K. Combs
Son of Jim & Debbie Combs
Jack Augustin
Army
Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin
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Sean Parrin
Army - Ft. Polk, LA
Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake
Matthew Gage Toler
USMC, deployed to Syria,
Great Nephew of
Margie Lindhorst

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8 am Quilters

2

3
Holy Communion
Kindercottage Food
Collection
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour

4
Independence Day
Office Closed

5
Pastor Shel’s Day
Off

6

7
7 pm Personnel
Committee
8 pm Executive
Committee

8
8 am Quilters

9

10
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour

11
6:15 ppm Finance
Committee
7 pm Consistory

12
Pastor Shel’s Day
Off
2 pm Youth
Groups - Spirit of
Sharing Kitchen see
article on pg. 4

13

14
7 pm Cemetery
Board

15
Pathfinder
Articles Due

16

8 am Quilters

17
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am
Congregational
Meeting
Board of Mission &
Stewardship

18
6 pm Personnel
Committee

19
Pastor Shel’s Day
Off

20

21
7 pm Board of
Evangelism

22
8 am Quilters

23

24
Christmas in July
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am luncheon

25
7 pm Book Club

26
Pastor Shel’s Day
Off
7 pm Board of
Christian Ed

27
2 pm New
Athens
Home
Worship

28

29
8 am Quilters

30

31
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour
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Does the church office have
your current contact information?
We don't want you to miss out on any information. If
you haven't been receiving emails, chances are we
don't have a current email address for you, or the
email went to your spam.
If you are unsure, please contact Barb in the office by
email (see below) or call 618-281-5102.
Staff Contact Information:
Intentional Interim Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheldon
Culver srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Interim Associate Pastor for Youth & Visitation Rev. Julie Kies - assocpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Financial Administrator, Barb Gersteneckerfinancial@stpaulcolumbia.org
Christian Education Director, Denise Johnson christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org
Lead Custodian, Terry Schramm –
custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org
Custodian, Janet Zinn

Music Coordinator/Organist, Lori Morton music@stpaulcolumbia.org
Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director, Sue Phillips band@stpaulcolumbia.org
Evening Bell/Choir Director, Emily Thoman choir@stpaulcolumbia.org
Morning Bells Director, Patti French
Preschool Director, Jody Taake preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cemetery Treasurer, Barb Gerstenecker cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org
Consistory Members

President - Dennis Hoguet
Vice President - Shirley Bergmann
Secretary - Shirley Hoy
Shirley Asselmeier
Carrie Clayton
Gregg Giffhorn
Susan Hibbits
Summer Office Hours:
Mary Hillestad
Charles James
Monday - Thursday
Susan Kuergeleis
9 a.m. - noon
Mark Thompson
Al Wolfe
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