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From Pastor Shel
“The Signs of Our Times”
Some of the vine and tree leaves along the bike path into Baum-Schukrauft Park are beginning to
change color. The earth feels a bit cooler as I walk each morning. These are signs that summer is
ending and autumn is at hand. Hearing the voices of kids during recess adds to my awareness that
school is “in” and we are in a new season of activities. These seasonal signs are expected as the year
advances. There are, however, other signs that call out for attention.
Jesus speaks about the signs of the times and reminds the people that they know how to read the signs
of rain in advance of its arrival. Then he asks them why they are unable to read the signs of the times:
the brutality of the Roman Empire, the Jewish religious leaders’ exploitation of the Jewish people through
distortion of the scripture/law, the high taxation of the poor to support the Roman war machine. These
signs are calling the people to repent and turn again to the God of their salvation.
The One that is more powerful than any other gods or nations.
Today, the names of the empires have changed but the plight of the people has not. We need to hear
Jesus’ question about reading the signs: the increasingly destructive weather patterns and forest fires,
multiple viral and bacterial endemics, wars and threats of wars around the world, melting polar icecaps
and rising seas, armadillos in Illinois(?!) The list is too long to itemize here but there are signs all around
us and they can overwhelm our abilities to make sense or even cope with these horrific realities.
But we do have a God that is compassionate and holds us close in times of trial. We have a Savior
whose questions are answered by Love. We receive the gift of Spirit every time we gather. In this truth
we can place our trust. We also have an incredible journey at hand as we move into the process of
searching for a new Senior Minister, and we are just beginning to take the first steps.
Our Search Committee held their organizing meeting in mid-August and received the Church Profile
which was developed by the Transition Team. They read through it then met with Transition Team
members who shared their process and learnings about the congregation and answered questions.
Finally, at the end of August the Conference Minister, Rev. Shana Johnson, will train the Search
Committee in their process going forward and the journey begins.
One of my favorite sayings, written by the Spanish poet, Antonio Machado, is roughly translated:
Pilgrim, there is no Way, you make the Way by walking.
It reminds me that each of us must make our own way and we do so a step at a time. The same is true
for our Search Committee. Yes, they will receive guidance from Rev. Johnson, but they will still need to
trust that by being open to “not knowing” who they will be drawn to as our next pastor, they will find the
right pastor for these times.
(continued on following page)
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From Pastor Shel
(Continued from following page)
Footnote:
The huge orange road caution sign leaning against the city mowing shed has also changed. In the spring
it warned about “one lane ahead” now it boldly declares ROAD CONSTRUCTION AHEAD. This really is
the sign for our times at St. Paul Church.

Consistory Corner
Summer. Each of the
seasons are wonderful, but
there is just something about
summer. The heat and humidity
sometimes seem unbearable.
Once that hot, heavy sun goes
down, though we tend to have
some pretty nice evenings!
What else beats the wonderful
produce available, such as
watermelons, peaches, and
sweet corn. We all know well
that the labors of spring typically
bear wonderful fruit.
Speaking of which, many

laborers at St. Paul have sown
crops during past seasons. We
see the fruit of that labor with
the addition of Julie Kies, a
wonderful youth pastor leading
the charge to invigorate our
youth program. A search
committee has been established
and announced. All of us are
comforted with the proven
dedication to St. Paul, and to
our values as a member of the
United Church of Christ, that
each individual on the search
committee represents.
The Search Committee
does NOT have the exhaustive
task of writing a church profile
before them. A completed
church profile has been
delivered to the church by the

Pastoral Search
Committee
(See Minister’s Report)

Please send Pathfinder articles by the
15th of each month to:
articles@stpaulcolumbia.org

Transition Team. (Be assured,
they were as happy to complete
the project, as our congregants
were to receive it!) As a biased
participant in that exercise, the
author can say the reaction
received has been excellent.
For those doing so much
work for the benefit of St. Paul,
thank you! Your efforts are
producing results!! For all of
those that are about to return to
getting up early and getting tired
kids off to school, have a safe
and wonderful year.

Charles James

We are looking for volunteers to
help with Fall Festival set up and
day of activities. Fall Festival is
on Sunday, October 2nd. We
need volunteers the day before
as well. This would be a great
opportunity for youth groups to
gain community service hours or
for men's groups. Even a group of friends who just
want to help out! Please pass this on to your youth
group leader, and if possible, post to members or
other groups. Thank you so much for your help in
ensuring a successful event. Below is the link for
volunteering.
Volunteer form:
https://duboiscenter.org/volunteer-at-fall-festival/
Nicole Avise-Rouse
OMT Chair
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Hello Church -

Pastor Julie!

Columbia days was an adventure
in float design and construction.
Our Junior youth met for pizza
and planning to come up with
ideas and a theme. As we return
to school days and homework
assignments, the vision of
beaches and endless summer
captured the imagination. Our
ideas came together into the
theme: “Come Ride the Wave of
Faith,” Thanks to Carrie Clayton
for helping us pin it down. St.
Paul’s parade presence was a
partnership with the Board of
Evangelism and supported by the
Property Management
Committee. Friday before the
parade, all hands were on deck
to pour their creative energy into
the float.
Ben Tarr, Zach Maue, Lucy and
Isaac James, Molly Harres and
Dexter Crawford, Pastor Julie
and Carrie Clayton, were our
original planning team and float
designers. Bill Brucker provided

the trailer, Paul Straub lent his
expertise, Will Devenport, Ken
Hoock and Bob Kirk their
carpentry skills. Brenda
Schlemmer, Dolores Hoock and
Karen Kirk helped with dressing
and decorating the van and
trailer. Walkers included Judy
Rickey, Carrie Clayton, Wes and
Ren Clayton, Laurie Wood,
Brenda Schlemmer & Lucy,
Steve Wood, The James Family,
Diane Hanna. Dennis Hoguet
drove and Jan Kies came along
for the ride, too. Thank you to
everyone who contributed their
time and talents! Thank you to
folks who donated candy! There
were buckets and bags full and it
was distributed in good spirits.
Parade-goers also enjoyed the
backpack tags and pens we
handed out.
Our next creative challenge is a
Scarecrow. Our scarecrow will
have its place on Main Street as
part of Columbia’s annual
Scarecrow Crawl. Start thinking
about a theme and design so we
can collectively bring our ideas
together. Stay tuned for the date
of our gathering. Tentative dates
are below.
Confirmation News
As you read this, St. Paul will be
welcoming five new confirmation

Music Program Fall 2022
As many know, Emily Thoman is expecting a
baby girl in early September. This means there
will be several short term changes to the music
staff while she is on leave with her baby. Sue
Phillips will continue to direct the children’s bell
choir beginning on September 7, during the after
school program on Wednesday afternoons. She
will also conduct the Super Singers in Emily’s

kids to study and learn more
about their faith, their church and
themselves. Kids and parents
covenant to participate in a
program that engages them, their
families and faith partners in
weekly gatherings, off-site visits
with mission partners and other
religious communities, and
thoughtful conversations at
church and home. Topics range
from scripture, history, and
traditions like the Nicene Creed
to big ideas like the priesthood of
all believers, heresy and power.
Confirmation classes start on
August 31 and meet on
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Scarecrow Design – Tentative
date, Friday or Saturday,
September 9 or 10
Confirmation Retreat –
Saturday-Sunday, September 2425
Youth Planning for Parent’s
Night Out – 3:30-5:00 pm
Sunday, September 25
Parent’s Night Out
(Pumpkin Hunt) – Saturday,
October 22

Pastor Julie

absence. Patti French will conduct the morning
bells on Wednesday mornings as well as the
Evening Bell Choir and Chancel Choir. Adult
groups will begin rehearsals on September 14.
Morning Bell Choir - Wednesdays 9 -10 a.m.
Evening Bell Choir - Wednesdays 6 -7 p.m.
Chancel Choir - Wednesdays 7- p.m.
.
Emily will resume directing her normal
ensembles on November 27, in time for Advent
and the Christmas season.
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Director of
Christian Education

Fellowship Hall. RSVP by text,
email or call to Denise Johnson
618-340-2952 or
christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

Faith Formation Celebration is
planned for Sunday, September
11, at 9:30 a.m. This is how our
Christian Education department
begins a new year in our faith
journey. Our family-friendly
“Spark Story Bible” will be
handed out to Preschool
children and families that are
new to St. Paul UCC. This bible
is the one that our preschool –
second grade Sunday school
teachers use in their classes.
During worship third graders
will receive their new study
bibles. The most important part
of Faith Formation Celebration,
however, is renewing our
covenant with God, to help
each other grow in faith. God
inspired many to tell, to write, to
teach, just as God continues to
inspire us today to read, to
study, to tell and to live
faithfully…. for God is still
speaking!

St. Paul Wednesday After
School Program begins
September 7
(3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.) This
ministry program is for ALL
CHILDREN and YOUTH, third
through seventh grades. After
School Program members may
participate in all groups offered,
or just choose one or two of the
activity groups. The groups
include Kid’s Crew, Youth
Handbells and Super Singers
Choir. Our church van will pick
up students from Parkview and
Middle School.

Denise Johnson

The definition of a volunteer is a
person who freely offers to take
part in an enterprise or
undertake a task. The jobs can
be big or small, and sometimes
it’s the little things that make the
biggest difference in everyday
life to the ones they help. For
instance, like helping clean up
after a party or assisting in a
yard sale for charity. Other
times, it’s teaching a Sunday
school lesson, spending hours
creating a beautiful quilt, or
cleaning, waxing, fixing, cooking,
delivering meals and serving in
many ways around our church
and our community. We are so
thankful! We want to let our
volunteers know how special
they are! Let’s gather and take a
moment to celebrate, relax and
enjoy some food, fun and
conversation . Our Volunteer
Appreciation Brunch on
Sunday, September 11, will be
held at 10:30 a.m. in the

Kid’s Crew members enjoy
snacks, go for walks, play
games, do mission projects, and
grow in fellowship together. ALL
ARE WELCOME!
Youth Handbells
Playing handbells requires a commitment
to attend weekly Wednesday practice and
performing one Sunday a month. ALL
ARE WELCOME!
Super Singers Choir requires a
commitment to attend weekly
Wednesday practice and
performing one Sunday a month.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
To register for our
After School Program,
please go to our website:
www: stpaulcolumbia.org
For questions you may contact:
Denise Johnson
Cell 618-340-2952
Email:
christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org
World Communion Sunday
You shall put these words of
mine in your heart and soul, and
you shall bind them as a sign on
your hand, and fix them as an
emblem on your
forehead. Teach them to your
children, talking about them
when you are at home and when
you are away, when you lie
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down and when you rise up.”

The United Church of Christ
believes in an open communion
table, which means whoever
Jesus would have welcomed is
invited to partake in the
sacrament of Communion.
Through the breaking of the
bread and the pouring of the
wine, we experience the grace of
the triune God. As we recall the
many stories where Jesus ate
with both friends and enemies,
we are joined with Christ’s
ministry in community.
At St. Paul UCC we trust parents
with their child to decide when
they will participate in
Communion. We believe that
whatever you decide, God
continues to be a presence in
your child’s life and walks with
them their whole life long. As
the Church, we have made
covenant to teach our children
the rituals of the faith and to
provide meaning for why we do
what we do.

On Sunday, October 2, we
encourage you to bring your
child for World Communion
Sunday. On that day, children
will learn about the sacrament of
Holy Communion during the
Children’s Chat and in their
Sunday School classes. Before
Communion is served, children
will return back to the sanctuary
to witness &/or participate in the
Lord’s Supper as your family
feels called. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Save the Date:
Sunday School
Christmas
Program
Sunday,
December 18
9:30 a.m. service

Board of Mission & Stewardship
Thanks to everyone who
contributed school supplies
during the month of
August. These are being
distributed to Hoyleton Youth
and Family Services,
Kindercottage and the House
of Neighborly Service.

SAVE THE DATE!!
Apple pie making is
back. September 16 and 17th
will be the dates for making
and then picking up pies. We
need workers, so please help
out if you can. Sign up in the
Welcome Center.

Our September mission is our
Weekend Backpack Ministry.
There are containers for this at
the back entrance to the
church, and in the narthex.
We will also have a drive up
and drop off day on September
24, 10am—noon, at the back
entrance.

Weekend Backpack Ministry
It’s that time of the year again! Time to start packing the backpacks for the weekends.
Items needed:
Individual servings of:
Juice – 100% juice, if possible
Oatmeal
Granola Bars
Cereal Bars
Applesauce
Fruit cups
Cheese/Peanut butter crackers
Goldfish
Cheez-Its
Individual boxes of cereal

Chips
Rice Krispies Treats
Pudding
Tapioca
Mac and Cheese
Cup of Soup
Ramen Noodles
Chef Boyardee
Small Cans of Soup w/flip top openers

ALSO: We do need the regular size cans of Chef Boyardee to give to the Middle and High School
students.
There will a container in the Welcome Center for your contributions for a few weeks. After that, there will
always be a container in the room behind the kitchen where our backpack cabinets are located
REMEMBER: This is an ongoing mission. These items are needed all school year – NOW
THROUGH MAY!
Thank you for all your support in the past. We couldn’t do this mission without your help.

APPLE PIE FUNDRAISER
It’s Almost Time for Pie! Fall is coming and apple season
is right around the corner. You know what that means…FRESH
APPLE PIES! Our pie-makers will be at it again on Saturday,
September 17, making pies for pick-up that afternoon, 2-4 p.m.
If you would like to join the fun and help make apple pies, please contact
Debbie Notter at 314-616-5437 or email her at debnotter2@gmail.com You can
also order pies through Debbie or leave you order at the church office until
September 11.
The pies are $14 each, made with sugar or Splenda, either with a lid or crumb
topping.
All proceeds will go to support the Back Bay Mission Trip in June of 2023.
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September 26 The Library of Legends
by Janie Chang

Board of Evangelism Events
Pumpkin Hunt
It’s official – the Pumpkin Hunt
is returning on October 22. It
will begin at 6:00 p.m. at Legion
Hall. A light dinner of chili, hot
dogs and nachos will be served
between 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. Raffles, a silent
auction, individual games and group games will
be available while you spend time with church
friends. The Pumpkin Hunt will take place at 8:00
p.m. – bring a flashlight if you wish to participate!
Prizes galore are awarded. We are limiting the
crowd to 200 and the evening is open to those 21
and older. There is a Parents’ Night Out being
planned in conjunction with this event. If you or
your board or group would like to contribute an
auction basket, please contact Karen Kirk,
Dolores Hook, Brenda Schlemmer or Diane
Hanna. Thanks in advance to the dedicated
group of folks who help to put this event together!

Everybody’s
Birthday Party
The Board of Evangelism is
inviting you to Everybody’s
Birthday Party on September
18, in the Fellowship Hall
following the church service. Tickets are $18 for
adults and $10 for children under 12. We will be
serving fried chicken, mashed potatoes, green
beans, tossed house salad and have a sheet
cake for dessert. Tea, lemonade and coffee are
included. Tickets will be available in the
Welcome Center before and after service on
August 21 and 28 and on September 4 and 11.
You may also purchase tickets in the church
office before September 11. Please join us in
celebrating everybody’s birthday!

CARE CONNECTION
- Joanne Counce
AED Replacement and CPR Training
The church is in the process of replacing the AED (automated external defibrillator) that we currently use
due to age and parts needed. We will be offering CPR classes, which will be taught by the Columbia
EMS director and staff. Cost will be $25, if you want to be certified, or free for non-certified. Instructions
on using the AED will also be offered at that time for anyone wanting to learn and to feel comfortable
using the AED. Prayerfully consider learning the useful life-skill techniques to promote longer and more
lasting lives in both home, church, and community.

COVID-19 UPDATE
In the past weeks, the CDC has announced protocol changes with social distancing, isolation, school
changes, etc. due to the fact that they think more people have the immunity from vaccinations. As we
know our friends are still getting COVID-19 but with lessened severity. COVID-19 testing is now even
more important. FREE TEST KITS—Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order a 3rd round of free at
home testing. You will receive 8 tests in 2 separate packages (4 tests in each package). Total cost is
free including shipping. Order yours today by going to the website COVID.gov to submit your
information. If you need help in placing an order, call 1-800-232-0233. This is handy if you are having
overnight guest(s) and suddenly they don’t feel well! Be prepared!
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I want to thank everyone for the amazing support that was generously given to me in the purchase of my
2017 handicap-accessible van. As many of you know my mobility has become more challenging over
the past year. (I must be getting old). Recently, I have taken a lot of falls in the van during transfers
resulting in injuries and therefore the need to replace my van so I can drive into the van and drive my
van from my wheelchair. Eventually, I realized I had to ask for some help. I spoke to Pastor Sheldon
who spoke with the consistory about my dilemma. After the Consistory presented my problem to the
congregation, my church family stepped to the plate and met the requested donations. As a result I was
able to purchase the van with affordable payments. All of this has made it possible for me to regain my
own independence for which I can never thank you enough. I can now also continue to help others in
need of accessible transportation as a courtesy and just a helping hand to someone in need of things
like groceries and picking up medication as 'we don't have delivery in Valmeyer.
I want everyone to know if I can ever do something to help you, please don't hesitate to call me. Some
of you may belong to a social organization that may want to learn more about employing people with
disabilities or information on Service Animals, please call me. I would be happy to do a presentation for
your employer or social service agency that you may be involved in. I have done many of these for
Lions Clubs, Rotary Clubs, church groups etc.
As I write this special thank you to my church family, I have tears of gratitude in my eyes. No words can
express my heartfelt appreciation.
In Christian Love,

Violette and my wonderful service dog, Eli

Community Cancer Support Group
The Village Support Group is a new free monthly meeting for individuals
with a cancer diagnosis. This is a positive, uplifting meeting to share
journeys and support one another. A facilitator is there as well to support
and provide help as needed. If you would like to attend, please message
House of Neighborly Service on Facebook or leave a message on the
HNS Help Line at 618-939-8680. Meetings are held the 3rd Monday of
each month at 6 p.m. at the HNS office, 217 West Mill, Waterloo. Stay
positive and know that we are here for you, and you are NEVER alone!
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Our Members in
Senior Living

Garden Place Of Columbia
Clarice Giffhorn Rm. 204
Ed Schutte Rm. Rm. 113
Grace Volkert Rm. 110
480 DD Rd.
Columbia, IL 62236
618-281-4200

Our Members in
Nursing Homes

Dammert G.C.
The Esquiline
Betty Lou Carle
726 Community Dr.
Belleville, IL 62223

Integrity
Dorothy Klein
253 Bradington
Columbia, IL
62236

Garden Place
Gene Haller: Apt 15
735 Columbia Ave.
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-223-5834

Eden Village
Nira Probstmeyer
400 S. Station Rd.
Glen Carbon, IL
62034

Magnolia Terrace
Mary Fassel
623 Hamacher Apt 122
Waterloo, IL 62298

Military Prayers
Nathan Schnittger
U.S. Army
Nephew of Cathy Huels
Roberto DeMarquez
Army National Guard
Son of Ursula DeMarquez

Marine Sgt.
James K. Combs
Son of Jim & Debbie Combs
Jack Augustin
Army
Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin

Financial Report

July
2021

2022

Oak Hill Nursing
Home
Gladys Ludwig
Don Naumann
Lucinda Smith
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298
618-939-3488

Sean Parrin
Army - Ft. Polk, LA
Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake
Matthew Gage Toler
USMC, deployed to Syria,
Great Nephew of
Margie Lindhorst

Year to Date
2021

2022

Revenue
Tithes & Offerings:
Pledged & NonPledged
Misc. Contributions
Interest Income
Endowment Interest Income
Rental Income
Misc Income
Total Revenues

21,104.25
0.00
1,360.59
13,237.43
0.00
160.19
35,862.46

31,616.64
30.00
751.64
13,796.95
0.00
158.53
46,353.76

202,768.07
4,501.00
3,096.02
39,228.51
500.00
12,728.66
262,822.26

226,363.01
5,477.00
3,161.47
41,273.12
300.00
7,338.45
283,913.05

Expenses
Personnel
General Expenses
* OCWM
Total Expenses

24,456.47
9,021.24
1,644.47
35,122.18

27,103.16
7,858.20
2,277.69
37,239.05

174,123.27
57,714.83
16,439.11
248,277.21

199,092.12
76,658.16
18,037.92
293,788.20

740.28

9,114.71

14,545.05
128,464.53

(9,875.15)
112,515.48

Net Receipts
RESERVES
*OCWM 10,000.00 out of St Paul
Mission (833.33 monthly)

Solar Loan Balance

50,778.34
The Pathfinder - Page 8

Mon

4
Communion
Sunday
Kindercottage
Collection

Tue

Wed

Thu

2
8 am
Quilters

3

9
8 am
Quilters

10

16
8 am
Quilters

17
Apple Pie
Making

6
Pastor Shel’s
Day Off
9 am Preschool

7
9 am Preschool
3:30 - 5 pm
After School Program
6 pm Confirmation
7 pm Board of Mission
& Stewardship

8
9 am
Preschool
7 pm Search
Committee
7 pm
Cemetery
Board

12

13

14

15

11 am Staff
Meeting
6:15 pm
Finance
Committee
7 pm
Consistory

Pastor Shel’s
Day Off

3:30 - 5 pm
After School Program
6 pm Confirmation
6 pm Bells
7 pm Choir

Pathfinder
Articles Due

18
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour
11 am Everyone’s
Birthday Luncheon

19
11 am Staff
Meeting

20
Pastor Shel’s
Day Off

21
3:30 - 5 pm
After School Program
6 pm Confirmation
6 pm Bells
7 pm Choir

22
7 pm Search
Committee

25
Search Committee
Installation
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour
Confirmation Retreat
ends at noon
3:30 - 5 pm
Youth Planning for
Parent Night Out

26
11 am Staff
Meeting
7 pm Board of
Worship
7 pm Book
Club

28

29
7 pm Search
Committee

11
Faith Formation
Sunday
Apple Pie
Orders Due
9:30 am Worship

Sat

1
7 pm Search
Committee
7 pm
Personnel
Committee
8 pm
Executive
Committee
5
Labor Day
Office Closed

9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee &
Donut Hour

Fri

Pick up pies
from 2-4 p.m.

7 pm Search
Committee
7 pm Board of
Evangelism

10:30 am Volunteer
Appreciation Brunch

27
7 pm Board of
Christian Ed

3:30 - 5 pm
After School Program
6 pm Confirmation
6 pm Bells
7 pm Choir
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23
8 am
Quilters

24
10:30 am
Confirmation
Retreat
10 am-noon
Drive up-Drop
off Event Backpack
Ministry

30
8 am
Quilters

St. Paul United Church of Christ

127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236
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Does the church office have
your current contact information?
We don't want you to miss out on any information. If
you haven't been receiving emails, chances are we
don't have a current email address for you, or the
email went to your spam.
If you are unsure, please contact Barb in the office by
email (see below) or call 618-281-5102.
Staff Contact Information:
Intentional Interim Senior Pastor - Rev. Sheldon
Culver srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Interim Associate Pastor for Youth & Visitation Rev. Julie Kies - assocpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Financial Administrator, Barb Gersteneckerfinancial@stpaulcolumbia.org
Christian Education Director, Denise Johnson christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org
Lead Custodian, Terry Schramm –
custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org
Custodian, Janet Zinn

Music Coordinator/Organist, Lori Morton music@stpaulcolumbia.org
Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director, Sue Phillips band@stpaulcolumbia.org
Evening Bell/Choir Director, Emily Thoman choir@stpaulcolumbia.org
Morning Bells Director, Patti French
Preschool Director, Jody Taake preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cemetery Treasurer, Barb Gerstenecker cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org
Consistory Members

President - Dennis Hoguet
Vice President - Shirley Bergmann
Secretary - Shirley Hoy
Shirley Asselmeier
Carrie Clayton
Gregg Giffhorn
Susan Hibbits
Office Hours:
Mary Hillestad
Charles James
Monday - Thursday
Susan Kuergeleis
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Mark Thompson
Al Wolfe

The Pathfinder - Page 10

